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SlJBJECT: Response to Corrective Actton Plan tiJr OKJ Report No. 11-P-0534, RePisions 
1Veeded to !Vationa! ContingenGy Plan Based on _Deeprvater Ilori::on Chi Sf;il!~ 
August 2011 

TO: TV!athy Stanislaus 
Assistant A_dm_inistrator f(H Solid \Vasre and Emergency Response 

Paul Anastas 
/\ss-istant /\.dn1lnistrator hx Research and l)evcloprncnt 

Thank you fix· your recent responses to the subject repon and the actions taken by the ~-)lllces ()t 
Solid Waste and Emergency Response (OS\VER) and Research and Developmelll (ORDL Your 
responses detail actions OSWER and ORD have taken or plan to take to implement our 
recmnrnendations, 

Recommendations I through 7 apply to OSWER We accept OSWER's corrective action plan 
for rccon1.rncndations _l, 2:. 3~ 4, and 6. :For rccom.tucndations 5 and 7. '-YC need addit1on.a!. 
int(mnation on specilk actions OSWER will take to address our recommendations. The 
att(l:<~hrnent tYf()'Vlik~~ the ~t.B:tu"' 2nd {)lJf f~\/FJ.h~fl.tif)n Dfer:{~h nfOS\VFR~.:.: r~fwn~c-J-1'\'~~ ndlnnc~ 1-n------ ------------ ---- ;:- -- -- -- --- -- --- ------ -- ------ - -- - ------ ----- -- - ----- -------- -- ---- --- ---- ------ -- --- . ----" - -- -- '.--~ ~ ~ ~ -~ -~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~- ~ ~~~ ~-

address our recommendations. \Ve request the additional information on the planned corrective 
actions by December 16. 201 l. 

Recommendation 8 applies to ORD, We accept ORIY s corrective action plan and have dosed 
this recommendation. 

lf you or your staff have any questions. please contact Patrick Gilbride, Director of Risk and 
Prognxm_ Pt'Tfijnnanc-e, at (303) 312""6969. 

Attachn:ent 



c.c: 	 Dana Tulis~ Oftl.cc of E1ncrgc:ncy Jv1a:nagcmcnt~ (>S\1iER 
Johnsie Webskr- Audit Liaison, OS\VER 
Norman Adkins, /\udit Liaison, ORD 



Attachment 

rm 6\i:i"recommendation I Ager .. :iyaet"ion{s) taken, OIG analysis . Status 

n- oevel;p-app;op~late NCP -~-6S-\NE~~~~~~9Pt=~:~!rili1~~ry .... t \Ve accept OSV\7EfFi;·cot:;:ectJve Closed 
Subpart J testing revisions, 1revisions to the NCP s Sut>part J acfion plan and milestone date. 

indwiino n-rnc.eedina viHh ! test!nq: requirements. are und-en.vay. 1
 
Pi~~; in""p4~~~ befor~ the I Th-e r;fopo$ad rule incorporating NCP 

Deepwater Horizon oil sp!H, ! testing requirements is expected tc 

to incorporate !he most · appear in the Federal Register by 

appropriate efficacy tesHng .t\ugust ·30, 2Ci2. 

protocol. Dovelcp an action 

plan wlth milestones f-or 

these and any other 

necessary revisions and take 

steps to Propose NCP 

Subpart J revi~J9..D.~ 

OS\.YEFfActf(;r;-·pfsn: -------··rvve··accept OSVVER's con~$-d~-~;0 .......lCiOsed
Have the OEM Director ..vork 
through the offices NRT 
capacity to estabhsh a pol\cy 
thai calls fur periodic reviews 
and updates to contingency 
plans, after cor;sidering 
1essons ~earned from malor 
national and intemationai :pH 

k-~:~;;,';~~~:~~i~~~d on area 
;3. Modify the NCP Product 
' Sch-edule -and conttnr~ency 

plans to include additional 
information (such as testing 
on Crtlde cil, subsurface 
dispBrsants app!lcatlon. 
volume and -duration !ilrlts, 
etC.) !earned from !he 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
resoonse and use such 
inf-ormation to revise and 
update Area and Regional 
Contingenc_•1' Plans. 

The OE!\4 Deputy Di!ectur }s ctlrr€n1t!y action plan and mil-est-one date. 

working with the NRT to develop a 

fram-ework in addressing dispersants 

and p!an revk;\"'!S and updates, !n !ight 

of lessons !e.emed in the D£epwaier 

Horizon spilt V'>Je anhcipate this task 

wii! be completed by December 31, 

2012. 

---- -··6S-~\7E"R l>,_ction Plan: ReguT:1iory ..............l\i\,(0 accept OS~.VER's c0ff0cttve Cfose-d 1
···················-_j
revisions to the Subpart J i action plan and milestone date. 
requirements for !he NCP Product 
Schedule and contingency planning 
e!eme1ts are underway. These 
rev!sicns \·Vi11 address chemica! agent 
tests (such as dispersants) using 
crude oil, subsurface use of 
di-spersants, and quantity, locatlon, 
and dlif-Blion Df chemical ag-ent <..~s0 
criteria, The proposed rul-e 
incorporating NCP testing 
requirements is expected to appear in 
the Federal Register by August 3D, 
20·1;: 

In the meantime, OEM is vvork!ng with 
the Regional Response Team to 
conduct reviev ..•s an•j updates to _Area 
and Regional Contingency Plans !n 
light of lessons llsemnd in the 
Deepwater Horizon spilL However, 
the United States Coast Guard is the 
lead on coastal /<.Tea Contingency 
P1ans. ' 



1 

application and modify pre. 
authorization pians to 
address stJbsurface use, 

Develop poilces/pmcedures 
for subsurface dispersant 

Agency .action(s) taken, 
ongoing, or Qlal)fl~cl 

OSWER Action Plan· 
On September 27, 2011, CErvi sent 
the NRT its draft guidance report. 
entitled "'Subsea Dispersant 
Monitoring and Assessment interim 
Guidsnce (Draft/, which generai!y 
applies to subsurface dispersant 
application. This provides interim 
-guidanf'..-e in the fo!!mving 2lfBZB/ 

• 	 Subsea dispersant 
monitoring and application: 

* 	 Monitoring of vessel 
activities; 

• 	 Monitoring and sampling 
equipment resources; 

• 	 Reporting 
recommendations; and 

• 	 Evst;atior f"...-lit-eria used to 
determine operaiicna! shut 
dovro of subsea disp-ersant 
applications. 

• 	 Mnd<ficaticn of Area 
............................... """~~....,.-~~~..~-· C:.'JDlitl.ll"!'fl'..f'lans. 


Deveiop guidance and GS'v'\iER. Ac-ilvn P%an: 
training for a SpiH of National EP,~ is currer:tly working with the 
Significance (SONS) that Federal Emefgency Management 

...................................
~~~~~~~·.~-, 
·························~=~-.........-

O!G analysis StllH.IS 
.........................................................., 

Vv'e accept OSVVER'$ corr$~;iive C~os€-d 

action p!an and milestone d-ate. 

I 

I;:;,==';;;';;~ ~.---~;r~~t;¥d&fi0~1···~ 

roles and responsibiHiBs for pend•ng additional 

clarifies roles and Agency and the Unit&d States Coast senior officials. However, we do information. 
responsibilities !o·· hJgh..Jevel Guard to identity the roles and not believe that OSVv'ER's ar,.,iion 

..1\gency officials. Review this responsibi!!Ues for senior offldaks for pian spacifically addresses our 
response and the NGP and the Nalional Response Framework as rec-ommendatiorL v..te recommend 
work with federal partners to the United States Coast Guard is the that OSWER develop guidance 
addressiessons !earned. lead for coastal SONS responses. and training for a SONS . .Aitlwugh 
and indud-0 det-aii on ho'.V to VVe antidpat€ thir;; task INH! bB OSWEll has taken shops to 
respond to a SONS. completed by March 30, 2013. identify· roles and responsibilities 

for senior otfidais, the Agency did 
not address bits action plan hov1 
or when OS\NER will develop 
tra~nin-g and -guidanc-e on this 

Additionally, we recommend that 
OSWER review the NCP to 
address lessons learned and 
inclu-de detai~ on how to respond 
to a SONS. The President 
uelegsted to EPA the 
n::sponi?-lbility for :<;lmer;din-g the 
NCP. GSWER did not incltide in 
its action pian whether it vtm 
revl:se the NCP to describe ho'N a 
SONS should oe •cov 

http:StllH.IS


~~-~·························............. . 
recommentiatkm r Agency act!on{s) taken, OiG anaiysis Status 

···················----------. ·····~roswE'A:~~~~~~r~~~~· e!<t.l1.!!.e.!lmmm , ev,r and analyze NCP 'vVe accept OSWTR's correctlve Closed 
· Subpart J toxicity testng 

protocols to ensure that 
emergency responders have 
the information necessary for 
appropriate subsurt~)ce 
dispersant use for future oil 
spills. 

actlon pLan and rni!es1one date_ 
· addressed as part of the action to 

revise the requirements for Subpart J 
toxicity testing and criterla for !!sting 

i dispersants un the NCP Product 
! Schedule. When revisions to the 

I 

Ptoduct Schedule requirements are 

Icomplete, OEM w1!! work on revisions 
to the Selection Guide and Technica! 
Notebooks. which are made available 

to emergency responders, to ensure 


, This fSSLS :s currently being 

U:e necessary infonna.tion is avaltab!e 

for subsurface dispersant use on 

fdum o!~ spills. 


Th;;:;, proposed n..de incorporating NCP 

testing requirements is expected to 

appear in the Federal Register by 


August ~SL...?.9..1.?:. ----------m-~~.~----;..., 
~· 
! 

r 

! 

linfon-nation, as we!! as mHestone 

------------------·---.,--· dates.
Develop a research pian to ........, "CW=-~-[TFi:eSPOnse tc fina!-F{$.~10-ri.: ·······-----------~-\~~;€;~accept ORO's ongoing ···-··­

address gaps on long~term \,f>le have drafted a longer-term corrective action plan for 
health and environmental msearch strategy to address gaps develot:::dng a research plan on 
effects of dispersants specifically related to the health and dispersants. 

environmental ef!'ects of dispersants, 

As part of the action to CSVVER Action Plan: VVe understand that making this 
review NC P Subpart J Under the Subpart J regulatory type of information readily 
requirements, address the revisions process, OEM ts currently available to the response 
need to CBpture ~v>n i !nvestiqatinq options for co!!ectlnQ community is contingent on 
maintain dispersant and ! these t}rpes- of information, although manufacturers providing this 
manufacturer production · this ts contingent on manufacturers information to EPA. Ho~ttvever, we 
capac!t!es, equiprnent providing thi!:> informaUon to EPA bc!iove that this information is 
requirements, and other very important tor •e-sponding to 
necessary bformatbn to The proposed rule incorpomt!ng NCP spif!s, and that EPA. as keeper of 
better prepare for future oil testing requirements is expected to Subpar1 .J ot the NCP, can require 
spll!t>- Make this information appear in the Federal Register by manufacturers to provide this 
widely available to the August30,2.012 in"fon·nation. 
response community. 

We do not believe OSWEH has 
provided <'A sufficiently specWc 
corrective actlon plan on this 
recommendatlon. VVe reouest 
additional information on 'a 
spedflc plan for investigating 
options on these types of 

J 


as well as add:e!5!5ing other oil spJ! .. 
related research needs. Since the 
tlrn:e we provided our response to 
your draft report and indicated 
publication would take place ln Fa!! 
2011, the EPA's Science Advisory 
Board (S::\8} conducted a rev~e>."'i of

I our drat: research strategy and 
provided comrnents. Due to the 

I r:urnber of substantive comments, we 
1 anticipate pubEcation '.vi!1 take plat-,e 

-----················ mm[b)l September 30. 2{]! ?....... mm•••••••m•••m•mmmL..------~········································1 

RecommendaHon 
unresolved 
pending additional 
information. 
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