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January 28, 2016

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Project Notification:
EPA’s DATA Act Implementation Efforts
Project No. OA-FY16-0077
AP 7
FROM: Paul Curtis, Director, Financial Statement Audits
Office of Audit

TO: David Bloom, Deputy Chief Financial Officer
Office of the Chief Financial Officer

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Office of Inspector General (OIG) is beginning a
review of the EPA’s efforts to implement the Digital Accountability and Transparency Act of 2014
(DATA Act). This project was included in our fiscal year 2016 annual plan and will be conducted using
applicable generally accepted government auditing standards. The anticipated benefit of this project is
improved operational efficiency. Our objectives are to:

1. Gain an understanding of the processes, systems and controls that the EPA has implemented, or
plans to implement, to report financial and payment data in accordance with the requirements of
the DATA Act.

2. Provide recommendations on how to improve the likelihood of compliance with the requirements
of the DATA Act prior to full implementation.

To accomplish our objectives, we plan to:

e Obtain an understanding of the laws, legislation, directives, and any other regulatory criteria and
guidance related to the EPA’s responsibilities to report financial and payment information under
the Data Act.

e Conduct interviews with the EPA’s DATA Act working group(s) responsible for the
implementation of the DATA Act at the agency level, to include the Senior Accountable Officer.

e Identify the major reporting components within the EPA responsible for implementation of the
DATA Act, and conduct interviews as necessary.

e Assess the EPA’s efforts and formal implementation plans to report financial and payment
information under the DATA Act.

We will contact your audit liaison to arrange a mutually agreeable time during the week of February 1,
2016, to discuss the objectives and planned work. During the meeting, we will answer any questions you
have about the review process and discuss our methodology for gathering and analyzing data.
Throughout the project, we will provide updates on a regular basis through monthly status meetings held
via email or phone.



To ensure the success and timely completion of this project, please provide the following information to
Meg Hiatt at hiatt.margaret@epa.gov prior to our initial meeting:

e Principal contacts, including the Senior Accountable Officer and working group members.

e Major reporting components responsible for the implementation of the DATA Act.

e Documentation of processes and sources of data, including the EPA’s implementation plan for
reporting financial and payment information under the DATA Act.

e Project management documents.

e Inventory of agency data and associated business practices.

e Agency 8-Step Plan and the status of executing the plan.

e Data standard and element structure.

We respectfully note that the OIG is authorized by the Inspector General Act of 1978 to have timely
access to personnel and all materials necessary to complete its objectives. We will request your
resolution if an agency employee or contractor refuses to provide requested records to the OIG, or
otherwise fails to cooperate with the OIG. We may report unresolved access matters to the EPA
Administrator and include the incident in the Semiannual Report to Congress.

I will supervise the project, and the Project Manager will be Meg Hiatt. Should you or your staff
have any questions, please contact me at (202) 566-2523 or curtis.paul@epa.gov, or Meg Hiatt at
(513) 487-2366 or hiatt.margaret@epa.gov.

cc: Howard Osborne, Associate Chief Financial Officer

Steve Silzer, Director, Office of Financial Management, Office of the Chief Financial Officer

Jeanne Conklin, Director, Office of Financial Services, Office of the Chief Financial Officer

Kathy Sedlak O’Brien, Director, Office of Planning, Analysis and Accountability, Office of the
Chief Financial Officer

Meshell Jones-Peeler, Acting Deputy Director, Office of Financial Management, Office of the
Chief Financial Officer

Richard Gray, Acting Deputy Director, Operations, Office of Financial Services, Office of the
Chief Financial Officer

Leo Gueriguian, Acting Deputy Director, Strategic Planning and Oversight, Office of Financial
Services, Office of the Chief Financial Officer

Nicholas Grzegozewski, Audit Follow-Up Coordinator, Office of the Chief Financial Officer

Melissa Harrison, Press Secretary, Office of Public Affairs

Lorna Washington, Audit Follow-Up Coordinator, Office of the Chief Financial Officer

Janice Kern, Audit Follow-Up Coordinator, Office of the Chief Financial Officer

Arthur A. Elkins Jr., Inspector General

Charles Sheehan, Deputy Inspector General

Alan Larsen, Counsel to the Inspector General

Aracely Nunez-Mattocks, Chief of Staff, OIG

Kevin Christensen, Assistant Inspector General for Audit

Carolyn Copper, Assistant Inspector General for Program Evaluation

Patrick Sullivan, Assistant Inspector General for Investigations

Richard Eyermann, Deputy Assistant Inspector General for Audit

Jennifer Kaplan, Deputy Assistant Inspector General for Congressional and Public Affairs

Jeffrey Lagda, Congressional and Media Liaison, OIG
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